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Victoria Welby (1837–1912) dedicated her research to 
the relationship between signs and values. She examined 
themes she believed crucially important both in the use 
of signs and in reflection on signs. Victoria Welby and 
the Science of Signs discusses Welby’s relationship to 
philosophers and semioticians past and present. 

Welby contends that signifying cannot be constrained to 
any one system, type of sign, language, field of discourse, 
or area of experience. On the contrary, it becomes more 
developed, enhanced, and rigorous, the more it develops 
across different fields, disciplines, and areas of experience.  
Her reflections make an important contribution to 
problems connected with communication, expression, 
interpretation, translation, and creativity.  
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Susan Petrilli is an associate professor at the 
University of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy. She is 
author of many books, including Sign Cross-
roads in Global Perspective, Expression and 
Interpretation in Language, and The Self as a 
Sign, the World, and the Other.
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“Susan Petrilli is a giant in the field and, like very few others, knows the 
global village is expanding in sign-based ways.” 

—Marcel Danesi, 
University of Toronto;

Editor-in-Chief, Semiotica

On the author’s Sign Crossroads in Global Perspective: 


